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at one place while in another the workers would be
literally starving for want of that food. But the
main fault lay in the leveling-off process itself, and
it might be said that the other difficulties were the
result of that system.

The Bolsheviks tried to remedy the situation by
establishing piece-work rates in industry, with the
hope of stimulating production, but this was actu-
ally only a continuation, in another form, of the
leveling-off process, since the efficient worker was
unable to use the money he received above the rate
of pay of the average worker because most of the
commodities which he needed were unobtainable;
and even in those cases where they were obtainable,
prices were tremendously increased for him as soon
as he had used up his card allowance and attempted
to spend his additional earnings.

Nevertheless this "leveling" policy was carried
on, by deviations and zigzaggings, groping in the
dark, without visible signs of progress until, after
fourteen years during which the economic system
was under the complete control of the dictatorship,
the dictator himself pointed out that there was
something radically wrong with his system, and he
said:

"We can no longer depend on the old sources of